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Radar  exercise  drill  set  up  at  Doon 

Highest  speed  recorded  that  day  was  50  km-h,  say  officials  in  charge 


Bob  Gilberds  of  security  and  Sharon  Zehr  from  LASA  check  for  speeding  drivers  in  front  of  the  Doon 
campus.  (Photo  by  Dan  Meagher) 


By  Dan  Meagher 

It’s  easy  to  forget  how  quickly 
you’re  travelling  when  driving 
along  the  college’s  main  access 
road,  but  if  you  did  forget,  security 
was  quick  to  remind  you  on  April 
24. 

Conestoga’s  security  staff 
hooked  up  with  the  law  and 
security  administration  program  to 
erect  a speed  advisory  sign  in  front 
of  Door  3 on  the  sunny  afternoon. 
The  sign  showed  drivers  their 
exact  speed  in  kilometres  per  hour. 

Sharon  Zehr,  of  the  LASA 
department,  worked  the  radar  gun 
while  security  head  Bob  Gilberds 
radioed  each  driver’s  speed  to  his 
security  counterpart,  Katherine 
Downie,  located  near  the 
recreation  centre.  Downie  then 
pulled  the  drivers  aside  and 
informed  them  of  their  speed,  the 
15  km-h  limit,  and  the  hazards  of 
driving  too  fast  along  the  strip. 

While  drivers  could  not  be 
charged,  it  was  an  attempt  to  raise 
awareness  of  irresponsible  driving 
habits  in  a heavily  pedestrian- 
oriented  area. 

Gilberds  and  Zehr  said  the  fastest 
reading  was  approximately  50  km- 
h in  their  first  half  hour  of  duty, 
which  Zehr  said  is  “not  too  bad. 

“It’s  hard  to  do  the  limit  because 
15  (km-h)  is  so  slow,  but  we 
expect  reason^le  speeds,”  she 
said. 

When  asked  what  those  speeds 
would  be,  Zehr  and  Gilberds 
agreed  that  the  average  of  roughly 
40  km-h  was  starting  to  get  a bit 
high. 

Gilberds  also  noted  that  most 


motorists  slowed  down  when  they 
spotted  the  highly  visible  sign 
from  a fair  distance  away.  He 
added  that  drivers  can’t  afford  to 
take  the  curve  quickly  due  to  the 
pedestrian  traffic  and  the 


sharpness  of  the  bend. 

Zehr  helped  launch  the  speed 
advisory  program  in  conjunction 
with  die  LASA  students  early  in 
April.  The  program  will  see 
several  volunteer  students  work 


the  units  in  various  locations 
throughout  die  city.  It  is  being  run 
in  co-operation  with  the  city  of 
Kitchener,  which  initiated  the 
program  last  year  but  lacked  the 
volunteers  to  keep  it  going. 


14  police  officers  attend  seminar  at  Doon 

Conestoga  College  holds  its  first  community  development  session 


By  Jeannette  Altwegg 

Doon  will  host  the  first  ever 
community  development  seminar 
in  Ontario  on  May  12  to  14,  says 
one  of  the  co-ordinators. 

The  seminar,  a kind  of 
professional  development  training 
for  law  and  security  administration 
faculty,  will  also  include  several 
police  officers  from  three  area 
precincts,  LASA  teacher  Susan 
Hartley  said. 

There  will  be  10  police  officers 
from  the  Waterloo  Region,  two 
from  the  Hamilton  police  force 
and  two  from  the  University  of 
Guelph  police  service.  Hartley 
said  in  an  interview. 

She  added  that  community  devel- 
opment will  be  one  of  the  subjects 
taught  to  LASA  students  in  the 
new  program  in  September. 

“The  philosophy  behind  the 
community  development  seminar 
has  to  do  with  partnerships 


between  police  persotmel  and 
community  people.  Hartley 
explained.  “Our  students  need  to 
know  how  to  form  partnerships 
with  community  agencies  and 
people,  so  faculty  need  to  know 
that  as  well.” 

Hartley  teaches  human  relations 
courses  at  Doon,  including  areas 
such  as  communications,  psychol- 
ogy, and  sociology.  Students  learn 
to  work  in  teams  because  the 
courses  are  taught  on  a group 
basis,  she  said. 

“Basically  it’s  how  our  students 
relate  to  the  community  by  trying 
to  make  sure  that  they  communi- 
cate efficiently.” 

Another  major  project  Hartley 
has  been  involved  in  this  year  is 
Use  of  Force  volunteer  training 
sessions  for  students. 

Two  days  a week,  for  five  weeks, 
a group  of  students  would 
volunteer  their  time  to  learn  by 
role  playing  what  it  would  be  like 


to  be  a police  officer. 

“They  get  to  see  how  they  (offi- 
cers) are  trained.  Hartley  said, 
adding  that  students  also  get 
feedback  on  what  was  done  well 
and  what  wasn’t.  So  they’re 
actually  getting  some  indirect 
training  as  well.” 

The  two  options  students  could 
volunteer  for  were  tactical 
communication  in  Stratford,  or 
firearms  training  in  Guelph. 

At  the  Stratford  police  precinct, 
students  were  involved  in 
defensive  tactics  where  they  got 
hands-on  experience  in  how  to 
hold  and  restrain  an  officer 
pretending  to  be  a ’’bad  guy  and 
vice-versa. 

“The  new  catch-phrase  for  this  is 
tactical  communication,”  Hartley 
said.  “All  that  is,  is  getting  the 
accused  ...  or  arrested  person  to 
do  what  they’re  told  to  do.” 
Students  who  volunteered  to  go 
to  Guelph  got  to  help  set  up  targets 


for  police  officers  and  practice 
shooting.  Hartley  said. 

Students  also  did  one  day  of 
simulation  training  in  which  they 
were  given  weapons  or 
ammunition.  The  police  officers 
would  then  go  through  different 
scenarios  of  arrest  with  them. 

“They  had  to  arrest,  contain  and 
bind  these  kids  who  were  playing 
the  bad  guys,”  Hartley  said,  adding 
that  it  was  a bit  like  cops  and  rob- 
bers or  Laser  Quest. 

Hartley  said  students  told  her 
they  really  liked  the  role-playing 
exercises  and  being  part  of  the 
training  of  police  officers. 

She  said  students  also  got  the 
experience  of  what  it  is  like  to  be  a 
criminal  and  be  arrested. 

“In  both  situations  (Stratford  and 
Guelph),  students  were  searched, 
arrested,  and  handcuffed.” 

It  was  a taste  of  what  it  would  be 
like  if  they  were  training  to  be 
police  officers,  she  said. 
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Beds  and  snakes  inspire  creativity 

Woodworking  student’s  bed  frame  wins  the  Bosch  award  for  creativity  and  vision 


By  Richard  Berta 

Second-year  woodworking  stu- 
dents vied  with  one  another  April 
29  for  the  Bosch  Canadian  Award. 

The  contest  is  held  at  the  end  of 
every  term,  with  the  winners 
having  a chance  to  face  off 
for  the  $500  Mastercraft  Award  in 
May. 

Winner  Cory  Robertson  built  a 
waterbed  frame  out  of  walnut  and 
bird’s  eye  maple. 

All  entrants  made  their 
blueprints  last  term  and  started 
building  their  projects  in  January. 

One  of  the  entrants,  Jonathan 
Page,  said  he  had  been  working  on 


the  table  since  January  and  only 
finished  early  on  the  day  of  the 
contest. 

He  built  a table  with  stands 
fashioned  like  snakes  to  support 
its  glass  top.  He  said  he  got  the 
idea  from  watching  a program  on 
snakes  on  the  Discovery  Channel. 

Jef  Green  built  an  armoire  that 
holds  a television  and  VCR. 

The  seven  entry  pieces  of  furni- 
ture made  by  the  woodworking 
students  were  on  display  in  the 
Woodworking  Centre’s  lobby. 

Co-ordinator  John  Buss,  one  of 
the  faculty  involved  in  the  judging, 
said  there  were  fewer  students 
than  usual  in  the  winter  term. 


Jef  Green  built  an  armoire  for  Mastercraft  competition  April  29,  in 
the  woodworKing  building. 


Mike  Laframboise  created  this  end  table  made  from  cherry 
birdseye  maple. 


Cory  Robertson  created  this  custom  bed  frame  to  win  the  first  place  award  of  the  woodworking 
contest.  photos  by  Casey  Johnson) 


Jonathan  Page  presents  his  wooden  snake  table  which  would  be  complete  with  a glass  top. 


Cherie  Morrison  crafted  this  mission-style  bedframe  for  the  competition. 
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Teacher  has  youthful  enthusiastic  approach 

Winner  of  Aubrey  Hagar  Distinguished  Teaching  Award  stiii  passionate  about  her  job 


By  Dee  Bettencourt 

A Guelph-campus  teacher  was  rec- 
ognized above  all  other  Conestoga 
College  instructors  for  outstanding 
contributions  and  commitment 
given  to  students  in  the  access  and 
preparatory  studies  program. 

Award  winner  Bev  Walker  said, 
“I’m  as  passionate  about  teaching 
these  days  as  I was  when  I walked 
through  my  first  set  of  school  doors.” 

Walker  was  one  of  six  candidates 
selected  for  the  Aubrey  Hagar 
Distinguished  Teaching  Award  by 
other  faculty  members,  admin- 
istration and  students.  She  said  she 
was  shocked  when  she  learned  she 
had  won. 

“I  didn’t  know  why  I was 
brought  to  Boon  (April  20).  The 
first  room  was  empty,  and  then 
when  they  led  me  into  another 
room,  everybody  was  so  serious.  I 
thought  I was  going  to  get  fired. 


Then  the  president  (John  Tibbits) 
walked  over  and  gave  me  a letter,” 
Walker  said.  “I  didn’t  have  my 
glasses  on,  but  I saw  these  wavy 
lines  and  figured  I had  won.” 

Twenty-six  years  of  experience 
did  not  prevent  Walker  from 
feeling  overwhelmed,  she  said. 

“When  I saw  the  presentation 
from  my  students,  I was  really 
choked  up.  They  had  letters  from 
my  former  students,”  Walker 
explained.  “I  just  wanted  to  leap 
on  the  table  and  do  a little  jig,  but  I 
didn’t  want  to  look  totally  inept  in 
front  of  the  president.” 

Her  youthful  enthusiasm 

underscores  Walker’s  approach  to 
teaching.  She  has  taught  Ae  access 
and  preparatory  studies  program 
since  it  began  1 T years  ago. 

Her  students  in  Arthur,  Ont., 
include  women  she  said  are  in 
transition,  meaning  separated, 
unemployed,  on  government 


assistance,  and  in  other  similar 
situations. 

“I  have  one  woman  who  has  five 
children,  no  parmer  and  very  little 
education  asking  me  ‘How  can  I 
do  this?’,”  Walker  said.  “She 
wants  to  come  to  college.  I need  to 
build  her  self-esteem  and  give  her 
preparatory  studies.” 

The  courses  improve  math  and 
communication  skills  such  as 
writing,  speaking  and  computer 
knowledge. 

Walker’s  work  at  Stonehenge 
Therapeutic  Community  in  Guelph 
is  similar  to  her  work  in  Arthur.  In 
Guelph  she  works  with  men, 
sometimes  on  parole  from  federal 
and  provincial  prisons,  who  are  in 
the  last  weeks  of  alcohol-  and  drug- 
addiction  treatments. 

All  Stonehenge  residents  must 
enter  the  access  program  offered 
by  Conestoga  College  (funded  by 
the  provincial  government)  during 


their  final  six-week  re-entry  phase 
to  find  out  what  educational 
options  await  them,  said  Walker. 

It  is  part  of  her  job  to  have  her 
clients  learn  not  to  identify  them- 
selves as  addicts,  but  as  fathers, 
husbands,  workers  or  students. 

“They  need  to  feel  success  in 
school.  I like  to  see  them  actively 
succeed  with  a concrete  thing. 
Nothing  feels  as  good  as  10  out  of 
10  on  a math  test.” 

Walker  said  she  thinks  she  got 
the  prestigious  award  because  her 
students  know  she  really  cares. 
“For  instance,  one  of  my  previous 
students  wrote  to  the 
award-selection  committee.  He 
was  a severe  cocaine  addict,  and 
we  pushed  this  same  phone  at  this 
same  desk  seven  years  ago 
between  us.  He  wanted  me  to  call 
so  he  could  get  help  to  kick  the 
habit,”  Walker  said. 

“I  said,  ‘You  talk,  so  you  solve 


your  problem.’”  She  said  the  stu- 
dent cleaned  up,  finished  his 
academics  with  her  and  went  on  to 
run  his  own  business.  He  will 
attend  Conestoga  College  this  year. 

She  said  being  chosen  for  the 
award  is  particularly  wonderful 
because  it  will  help  people 
understand  a bit  more  about  the 
access  program. 

“We  are  a very  small  cog  in  the 
big  Conestoga  College  wheel.  But  a 
lot  of  people  go  into  Conestoga 
College  from  our  programs  and  we 
will  have  students  graduating  in 
June  from  every  program.  This  is  a 
tremendous  source  of  pride  for  me.” 
The  college  will  formally  recog- 
nize Walker  on  June  26.  She  will 
be  awarded  $800  in  professional 
development  funds. 

“I  have  been  so  blessed,”  Walker 
said.  “If  there  is  the  perfect  job  in 
the  perfect  place,  this  is  it.  And  I 
have  total  college  support.” 

Group  treks 
cross-nation 
supporting 
country  unity 

By  Richard  Berta 

Justyn  Rees  and  his  group  of  26 
have  trekked  from  Vancouver  to 
Waterloo  in  their  truck  entitled  the 
“Bandwagon.”  Their  journey  is 
part  of  a cross-Canada  tour,  that 

will  talk  about  bridging  regional 
divides  as  they  go. 

The  group.  Upstream,  formed  in 
the  aftermath  of  the  1995  Quebec 
referendum,  aims  to  reach 
Newfoundland  by  the  year  2000. 

The  impetus  behind  it  was, 
according  to  Rees,  a feeling  of 
helplessness  over  political  matters 
and  a desire  of  the  average  citi2«n 
to  seize  initiative  in  national 
affairs.  Upstream  has  scheduled 
music,  skits,  and  other 
presentations  near  St.  Jacobs 
Factory  Outlet  Mall  from  April  29 
to  May  10. 

The  theme  of  the  group  is  “Unity 
cannot  be  imposed  from  Ottawa 
or  the  Supreme  Court  but  the 
desire  for  it  must  be  lived  out  by 
Canadian  citizens,”  Rees  said. 
“We  cannot  wait  for  initiatives 
from  Ottawa.” 

The  message  avoids  political  and 
religious  overtones,  Rees  said. 
“We  don’t  approach  this  from  any 
particular  religious  point,  because 
religion  is  another  flashpoint.”  He 
added,  there  is  a spiritual  dimen- 
sion to  the  message  that  love  is  a 
much  stronger  thing  holding  peo- 
ple together  than  legislation. 

Rees  said  dismissive  attitudes 
during  the  Quebec  referendum 
were  destructive  for  the  country. 
“We  have  to  understand  that  this 
country’s  future  depends  on  how 
Canadians  get  along  with  one 
another,”  he  said. 

Upstream  spread  its  message  in 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  last 
summer.  They  entered  western 
Ontario  in  the  fall  and  will  be 
spending  the  summer  in  south- 
eastern Ontario.  After  Waterloo, 
their  destinations  will  include 
Hanover,  Orangeville,  Hamilton 
and  Lindsay,  among  others. 


P i. .^0:  ‘.pi 


Members  of  Upstream  present  a skit  on  anger  and  pride  as  obstructing  reconciliation. 


(Photo  by  Richard  Berta) 


Band  from  Upstream  performs  at  St.  Jacobs  Factory  Outlet  Mall  on  April  29. 


(Photo  by  Richard  Berta) 
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‘em  for  ‘dumbing  it  down’ 


MAI  — 
is  it  DOA 
or  MIA? 

Whew!  It  looks  like  the  controversial 
Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment 
has  been  stopped  in  its  tracks  — for 
now,  at  least. 

The  MAI  was  supposed  to  replace  the 
approximately  1,600  investment 
treaties  among  the  29  member  nations 
of  the  Paris-based  Organization  for 
Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development.  Not  only  would  it 
consolidate  rules  for  investing  in  other 
countries,  it  would  also  have  set  up  a 
forum  for  settling  disputes. 

Toronto  Star  business  reporter  David 
Israel  son  said  in  an  interview  that  he 
based  his  April  10  column.  Disinterest 
Kiss  of  Death  for  MAI  Deal,  on  what 
he  heard  on  a recent  trip  to 
Washington.  He  said  the  scuttlebutt 
from  both  reporters  and  U.S.  delegates 
to  the  negotiations  was  that  talks  had 
stalled  and  the  agreement  was  unlikely 
to  be  reached  by  its  April  27  deadline. 

And  it  looks  like  Israelson’s 
prediction  was  right.  On  April  23, 
Studio  2,  TVO’s  news  and  current 
affairs  program,  held  a panel 
discussion  with  a university  professor 
and  two  media  representatives  suggest- 
ing the  reasons  for  the  agreement’s 
failure  to  materialize. 

On  that  program,  the  Globe  and 
Mail’s  Edward  Greenspon  said,  “There 
is  no  reason  for  this  agreement  and 
that’s  why  it  has  failed.” 

Another  panelist,  Gilles  Paquet  of  the 
University  of  Ottawa,  said,  “When  you 
give  complete  and  total  rights  to 
companies  to  go  anywhere  and  do 
anything  and  you  take  away  from 
governments  any  rights  to  discriminate 
between  their  nationals  and  other 
companies,  obviously  the  situation  is 
fraught  with  all  sorts  of  problems.” 

And  opposition  also  came  from  a 
much  larger  segment  of  the* population. 
On  Studio  2,.  Susan  Murray  of  CBC 
radio  news  said  many  pressure  groups 
in  Canada  were  concerned  about  the 
impact  it  would  have  on  our 
government’s  ability  to  protect  our 
culture,  environment  and  social 
programs. 

“They  saw  it  as  a Bill  of  Rights  for 
transnational  corporations  that  didn’t 
put  any  responsibilities  on  those 
corporations,”  she  said. 

Many  Canadians  may  wish  MAI 
would  R.I.P.,  but  Greenspon  said  we 
can  expect  that  this  proposal  will  come 
back  in  the  World  Trade  Organization’s 
next  round  of  trade  negotiations  over 
the  next  couple  of  years,  and  in  a 
broader  form. 

“It  belongs  in  the  club  of  all  nations, 
not  just  the  rich  nations’,”  he  said. 


Don’t  blame 

By  Dan  Meagher 

Jerry  Springer  just  doesn’t  get  much 
respect  these  days,  but  I say  he’s  a man 
with  a nose  for  the  money. 

While  chair-throwing,  trash-talking  trailer 
types  might  not  be  considered  subjects  for 
educational  TV,  they  certainly  draw  a 
crowd,  which  says  something  about  the 
society  we  live  in. 

So  to  the  high-brow,  right-wing,  super 
conservatives  who  constantly  take  shots  at 
those  who  ‘dumb-down’  entertainment, 
why  not  take  a look  at  the  huddled  masses 
beneath  your  soap  boxes  who  have  their 
sets  tuned  to  Baywatch. 

It’s  hard  to  blame  producers  and  industry 
weasels  in  society  who  bring  us  this  stuff 
when  it’s  a proven  crowd  pleaser.  They  are 
simply  taking  the  quickest  route  to  our  col- 
lective bank  accounts,  which  is  their  job. 

If  a Japanese  tourist  comes  to  the  United 


States  and  is  pictured  overcoming  the 
language  barrier,  finding  love  and  conquer- 
ing the  new  land  to  find  success,  it  is  a 
story  many  could  relate  to,  but  not  one  they 
would  spend  two  hours  watching  unfold. 
However,  if  that  tourist  were  a 10-storey 
tall  lizard  that  breathes  fire,  the  crowds 
would  (and  will)  overflow. 

It’s  a fact  of  life  today.  We  created  a 
situation  where  human  tales  no  longer  grab 
viewers.  Super-human  tales  do,  with  lots  of 
bang  for  the  buck. 

Wimess  the  recent  debate  on  whether  or 
not  fighting  should  be  allowed  in  hockey. 
It’s  a fmitless  debate.  Owners,  players  and 
fans  know  that  a certain  percentage  of  the 
seats  are  filled  by  those  who  couldn’t  make 
the  trek  to  Chicago  for  a taping  of  the 
Springer  show.  Without  those  seats  filled, 
the  players  don’t  get  their  millions  and  the 
show  stops  in  that  town. 

So  what  do  they  do?  They  rely  on  the 


attraction  of  brainless,  visual  activity  to 
lure  the  public. 

Take  it  one  step  further  — to  parliament. 
The  lawmakers  of  our  land  have  spent 
countless  hours  holed  up  in  the  House  of 
Commons  making  decisions  that  affect 
every  one  of  us,  but  if  you  took  a street 
survey  on  what  those  decisions  were,  you’d 
be  lucky  if  anyone  could  name  one. 
However,  ask  them  what  of  importance  has 
gone  on  in  the  House  lately  and  most  could 
recall  the  removal  of  a chair  by  a rogue 
Bloc  member. 

No  one  stopped  to  ask  how  he’s  going  to 
eliminate  the  division  between  rich  and 
poor  by  stealing  a piece  of  furniture,  but 
everyone  watched  with  glee.  Why? 

Because  it  was  an  extraordinary  visual  act 
that  didn’t  require  thought  or  analysis. 

It’s  the  way  of  the  world.  So  sit  tight, 
enjoy  the  ride,  and  don’t  turn  the  channel 
until  after  Jerry’s  final  thought. 


Keeping  Conestoga  College  connected 
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CtHis  McGregor  (centre),  and 
Earlton  Bramble  receive  a 
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Sommers  award  rewar(ds  student  achievement 


Two  Conestoga  electrical  engineering  students  receive  $400  award 


By  Donna  Flerheiler 

Two  of  Conestoga’s  top  elec- 
tronic engineering  technology 
students  each  received  a $4^ 
award  April  30  from  Sommers 
Motom  and  Generator  Sales  Ltd., 
of  Tavistock. 

Kay  Sommers  and  her  daughter- 
in-law,  Joyce  Sommers,  presented 
the  awards  to  Chris  McGregor 
and  Earlton  Bramble  in  the  elec- 
trical engineering  building  at  the 
Doon  campus. 

On  hand  for  the  presentation 
weie  program  co-ordin^r  George 
Woods  and  teachers  David  Gamer 
and  Patrick  Keegan. 

Gamer  cheerfully  joked  with  die 
students  following  the  award  lun- 
cheon, saying  they  were  only  top 
students  “on  and  off  ” 

Woods  said  the  criteria  for  win- 
ning die  awards  were  having 
“high  academic  achievements, 
high  ability  to  complete 
assigned  tasks  by  due  dates,  and 
ability  to  work  well  both  in  team 
settings  and  individually.”  Good 
attendance  was  an  additional 
requirement. 

Woods  said  McGregor  was  on 
the  program’s  advisory  commit- 
tee, and  was  instmmental  in 
arranging  for  speakers  to  come 
and  talk  to  students  in  the  electti- 


Sommers  achievement  award  winners  Chris  McGregor  (front  left),  and  Earlton  Bramble  (front  right) 
posing  with  electrical  engineering  technology  instructors  Professor  Patrick  Keegan  (back  left), 
Professor  David  Garner  and  Program  Coordinator  George  Woods. 


cal  maintenance  and  machine 
repair  program.  McGregor  is 
technically  looking  for  work, 
aldiough  a company  has  expres- 
sed interest  in  hiring  him  as  a pro- 


grammable logic  (computer)  con- 
troller, said  Woods. 

Bramble,  from  the  Cayman 
Islands,  came  to  Canada  on  a 
scholarship.  Ife  ^1  now  return  to 


there  to  work  for  two  years  at  a 
power  plant  as  an  electronic  engi- 
neering technologist  trainee. 
Following  that,  he  will  be  certi- 
fied as  an  electronic  engineering 


technologist.  The  11th  annual 
award  presentation  had  a special 
meaning  to  the  Sommers  family 

'.tfaks^yeax-.  ■ 

In  an  interview  following  the 
presentation,  Sommers  said  her 
daughter,  Evelyn,  suggested  the 
award  should  mark  two  special 
occasions  this  year.  It  is  the  50th 
anniversary  not  only  of  their  busi- 
ness, but  of  the  marriage  of  Kay 
and  Wesley  Sommers,  who  died 
three  years  ago. 

Kay  said  “Jobs  were  hard  to 
come  by  back  then,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  a natural  to  Wesley.”  She 
did  all  the  bookwork,  as  there 
were  just  the  two  of  them  running 
the  business.  “We  had  to  be  care- 
ful,” she  said. 

The  company  has  grown  since 
then,  and  now  has  20  employees. 
They  service  electrical  motors 
and  generators  locally,  as  well  as 
in  northern  Ontario  and  east  to 
Newfoundland,  she  said. 

This  past  winter,  when  a major 
ice  storm  disabled  Quebec, 
the  Sommers  company  sent  a 
truck  to  help  service  generators. 
“A  lady  sent  a letter  to  our  office 
in  appreciation  of  our  help,” 
she  said. 

Sommers  said  she  doesn’t  go  to 
the  office  too  often  now,  leaving 
the  work  for  others. 


Sharing  a 
Healthier 
Future  “ 
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Loan  forgiveness 
helps  students 
cut  OSAP  debts 


By  Lisa  Roberts 

Students  who  received  more 
than  $7,000  this  year  in  loans 
from  both  Ontario  and  Canada 
student  loan  plans  qualify  to 
have  the  remainder  taken  off, 
according  to  a student  parlia- 
mentary organization. 

The  Ontario  Community 
College  Student  Parliamentary 
Association,  orOCCSPA,  publi- 
cized the  information  in  its 
recent  newsletter.  The  Ontario 
Student  Assistance  Plan  inclu- 
des a “loan  forgiveness”  pro- 
gram for  all  full-time  students 
who  have  been  in  post- 
secondary programs  since  the 
1993-94  academic  year,  the 
newsletter  said. 

For  example,  if  a student 
received  $9,350,  the  maximum 
loan  for  a single  student  with  no 
dependents,  the  student  should 
only  have  to  pay  back  the  first 
$7,000.  The  rest,  according  to 
the  newsletter,  retroactively 
becomes  a grant. 

Unfortunately,  the  Ontario 
government  tightened  the  rules 
concerning  loan  repayments  last 
summer.  Now,  when  students 
leave  school  or  stop  studying 
full  time,  tfiey  have  six  months 
to  return  to  their  banks  and  sign 
a consolidation  agreement  to 

start  making  payments.  The 

provincial  government  also 
introduced  the  elimination  of  the 
interest  relief  on  the  Ontario 
portion  of  a loan  between  the 


end  of  the  study  period  and  die 
time  loans  are  consolidated. 

If  this  six-month  deadline  is 
missed,  students  lose  their  loan 
forgiveness  and  are  required  to 
pay  back  all  money  that  was 
borrowed. 

Thomas  Muller,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  southwest  region 
for  OCCSPA,  and  outgoing 
education  and  communications 
co-ordinator  for  the  Doon 
Student  Association,  stressed 
the  importance  of  student  loan 
reconsolidation  and  repayment. 
He  said  that  students  who  miss 
the  six-month  deadline  could 
be  declared  to  have  defaulted 
on  their  loans,  and  this  could 
cause  trouble  for  them  in 
the  future. 

“A  lot  of  students  forget  this, 
and  they’re  giving  up  the  chance 
to  pay  back  less,”  he  said,  “If 
this  happens,  it’s  very  difficult 
for  them  to  get  any  fijture  loans, 
li.ke  a mortgage  loan.” 

Muller  also  said  that  OSAP  loan 
officers  here  at  Conestoga  were 
unaware  of  this  information. 

“Carol  Walsh  called  me,”  he 
said.  “She  didn’t  know  a lot  of 
this  new  OSAP  stuff. 
It  seems  like  a lot  of  people  did- 
n’t know  to  consolidate  student 
loans.” 

Students  who  have  questions 
about  any  aspect  of  student  aid 
can  contact  the  financial  aid 
office  at  the  Doon  campus.  Ihey 
can  also  access  the  OSAP  web 
page  at:  http://OSAP.gov.on.ca. 


E 

f 

Correction: 


Scott  Granger  (far  right),  was  misidentified  in  last  week’s  paper.  Granger  is  an  instructor  in  the  motor 
vehicle  mechanics  program  at  the  Guelph  campus  of  Conestoga  College.  A 1997  Ford  FI  50  was 
recently  presented  to  the  program.  Also  pictured  are:  (from  left)  Hans  Zawada,  chair  of  trades  and 
apprenticeship;  Jim  Palmer,  instructor;  Charles  Koch,  program  manager;  Don  St-Amour,  technical 
training  manager  for  Ford  of  Canada;  and  Mike  McClements,  dean  of  the  Guelph  campus. 

(Photo  by  Lisa  Roberts) 


Student  parliamentary  group 
improved  by  recent  success 


By  Lisa  Roberts 

There  have  been  new  develop- 
ments for  the  Ontario  Community 
College  Student  Parliamentary 
Association  which  have  worked  in 
the  organization’s  favor  this  year. 

Thomas  Muller  is  OCCSPA’s 
vice-president  of  the  southwest 
region,  which  includes  six  col- 
leges. OCCSPA  has  been  in  exis- 
tence for  25  years,  and  it’s  the  only 
organization  that  represents  all 
full-time  college  students.  Muller 
said  that  Conestoga  College  has 
officially  been  a member  for  one 
year  now. 

Initially  there  was  resistance 
at  Conestoga  toward  getting 
involved  with  the  provincial 


student  association. 

“People  at  Conestoga  felt  the 
organization  wasn’t  on  the  right 
track,”  said  Muller.  “There  was  an 
inner  conflict,  and  they  didn’t  see 
the  organization  going  in  the  right 
direction.” 

Along  with  his  position  on 
OCCSPA,  Muller  has  also  been 
the  education  and  communica- 
tions CO-  ordinator  for  the  Doon 
Student  Association.  He  won’t  be 
returning  to  the  DSA  for  the 
1998-99  school  year,  but  will 
continue  to  serve  OCCSPA  as  a 
representative  for  the  lobby 
group  from  Conestoga.  He  said 
he  views  his  participation  in  the 
group  as  successful  for  himself 
and  students  alike. 


“Things  were  working  really 
well  this  year,”  he  said.  “I  attend- 
ed meetings  with  other  provin- 
cial groups  dealing  with  issues 
that  are  relevant  to  students.  We 
got  feedback  from  people,  and 
we  try  to  make  sure  things  go 
smoothly.” 

Recent  events  for  OCCSPA 
included  Seneca  College  joining 
its  ranks  for  the  1997-98  year  and 
the  changeover  conference,  which 
was  scheduled  for  May  7 to  May 
10  at  Humber  College.  Three  rep- 
resentatives from  Conestoga  were 
to  attend,  including  Muller  and 
Tara  Llanes,  the  new  education  co- 
ordinator for  the  DSA,  and  possi- 
bly Kristin  Murphy,  DSA 
president  for  1998-99. 


Coffee  break 

Matt  McLean  displays  his  oak  coffee  table  at  the  Bosch  Canadian  Award  competition.  McLean’s  piece 
was  one  of  the  entries  that  was  on  display  in  the  woodworking  building  on  April  29.  (Photo  by  Casey  Johnson) 
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Guest  speaker  former  test  pilot 

Engineering  association  presents  awards 


Karl  Wolf  (left),  of  the  society  of  Manufacturing  Engineers,  presents  guest  speaker  Ray  Gibson  with  a painting  of  two  Avro  Arrows  in  flight  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  SME. 

(Photo  by  Michael  Hilborn) 


Arrow  flies  again 
at  annual  dinner 


Mach  2 Miracle  - A scale  model  of  the  CF  - 105  Avro  Arrow,  Canada’s  contribution 
to  supersonic  flight.  (Photo  by  Michael  Hilborn) 


By  Michael  Hilborn 

A good  background  in  manufacturing 
engineering  will  get  you  a job  faster  than 
any  pure  academic  background,  the 
college’s  engineering  students  and  members 
of  the  Society  of  Manufacturing  Engineers 
were  told  April  29. 

The  message  was  conveyed  by  guest 
speaker  Ray  Gibson  when  the  SME  held  its 
annual  dinner  in  the  cafeteria’s  blue  room. 
The  event  was  hosted  by 
the  Grand  Valley  chap- 
ter of  the  association. 

SME  is  a professional 
association  of  approxi- 
mately 400  members, 
which  includes  150  stu- 
dents from  Conestoga 
College. 

Three  of  those  present, 

Mark  Bechtle,  Stelian 
George-Cosh  and  Greg  Rusksc,  were  pre- 
sented with  achievement  awards  and  $200 
bursaries. 

Gibson  is  an  engineer,  a former  test  pilot 
and  one  of  the  people  responsible  for  the 
design  and  development  of  the  Avro  Arrow 
as  well  as  the  Aerocar,  an  advanced  type  of 
ground-effect  vehicle  that  was  the  predeces- 
sor of  what  are  now  known  as  hovercraft. 


Both  of  these  products  were  examples  of 
Canadian  technology  at  a time  when  Canada 
was  a world  leader  in  the  field. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Canada,  Gibson  was  a 
test  pilot  with  Miles  Aircraft  in  Redding, 
England. 

Gibson  is  a life  member  of  the  Empire 
Club,  a Rotarian  and  a founding  member  of 
the  Ontario  Science  Centre.  He  captivated 
his  audience  with  his  salty  language  and 
self-effacing  Irish  wit. 

He  set  the  tone  of  the 
evening  in  his  opening 
address  by  saying, 
“They  say  that  the  Irish 
never  allow  the  lack  of 
knowledge  of  any  sub- 
ject to  stop  them  from 
speaking  with  authority 
on  it.” 

Gibson  was  part  of 
one  of  the  most  dramat- 
ic periods  of  technology  in  Canadian 
history,  and  talked  about  some  of  the  myths 
and  rumors  surrounding  the  ill-fated  Arrow 
project. 

For  instance,  he  said  he  was  not  impressed 
with  the  CBC  movie  about  the  subject  that 
was  made  several  years  ago. 

When  asked  his  opinion  on  the  decision 
to  cancel  the  Arrow  project,  he  said  he  pre- 


ferred not  to  comment  on  the  politics  of  the 
situation. 

“I  won’t  be  saying  anything  about  (former 
prime  minister  John)  Diefenbaker  being  a 
bloody  idiot,”  he  said.  “I  wouldn’t  say  that.” 

Gibson  showed  the  audience  some  of  the 
innovations  that  were  made  by  Avro. 

He  produced  a cylinder  of  beryllium,  a 
strong,  but  extremely  light  metal,  that  was 
used  in  certain  parts  of  the  Arrow.  He  said 
Avro  was  the  first  aerospace  company  in  the 
world  to  utilize  that  material. 

The  essence  of  his  speech  was  that  it  is 
vital  for  young  people  to  be  involved  in 
engineering  and  technology  in  order  for 
Canada  to  be  a prosperous  and  successful 


nation.  He  made  it  clear  that  he  believed  it 
was  pointless  to  rely  on  politicians  to  assure 
that  the  right  decisions  are  made  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

He  closed  his  speech  by  reciting  a little 
poem: 

“When  things  go  wrong,  as  things  always 
will. 

If  the  road  ahead  is  all  uphill. 

When  your  funds  are  low  and  your  debts 
are  high. 

When  you  want  to  lie  but  you  have  to  cry. 

When  things  get  so  bad  you  feel  you  must 
quit. 

Don’t  go  to  the  government,  they  don’t 
give  a dam.” 


“I  won’t  be  saying  anything 
about  (former  prime  minister 
John)  Diefenbaker  being  a 
bloody  idiot.” 

Ray  Gibson 
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Cage  and  Ryan  make  angelic  screen  magic 


City  of  Angels  takes  flight  in  this  thoughtful  exploration  of  human  spirituality  and  iove 


By  Amanda  Pickling 

Imagine  sacrificing  your  life  as 
only  you  knoVv  it  for  someone  you 
just  met.  Sounds  crazy,  but  is  it 
crazy  or  is  it  love? 

City  of  Angels,  a Regency 
Enterprises  production,  is  a story 
of  romance  and  desire. 

The  movie  stars  Meg  Ryan  as  a 
n6-nonsense  surgeon  named 
Maggie,  who  relies  upon  her  own 
earthly  abilities  to  survive  in  Los 
Angeles.  Nicholas  Cage  perfects 
the  role  of  Seth,  a celestial  being 
who  longs  for  the  everyday  expe- 
riences of  a human  existence. 

City  of  Angels  is  not  just  a movie 
about  love.  The  heavenly  film 
gives  the  audience  an  extended 
appreciation  for  life. 

The  angels  in  the  movie,  dressed 
in  black,  are  not  human  and  never 
have  been. 

The  concepts  of  touch,  pain  and 
hunger  are  foreign  to  these  beings. 
They  watch  in  awe  as  the  humans 
bleed,  cry,  walk  the  dog  and  read 
the  newspaper. 

The  flick  offers  advice  to  the 
average  viewer  without  preaching 
iti  message.  True  love  is  an  expe- 
rience that  is  fulfilling,  but  in 
order  to  be  truly  fulfilled  a person 
must  also  love  life. 

City  of  Angels  is  a spiritual 
movie  that  provokes  profound 
thought.  The  characters  were 
meticulously  chosen  to  enhance 
the  question  of  human  existence 
and  Ae  role  that  religion  plays  in 
it. 

As  a surgeon,  Maggie  is  faced 
with  death  night  and  day. 
Naturally,  it  is  she  who  first  ques- 
tions her  meaning  on  this  planet. 

“I  feel  so  small.  How  did  I get  so 


small?”  she  cries,  after  losing  a 
patient  in  surgery. 

Other  statements  are  made 
regarding  existence  throughout  the 
movie,  such  as,  “Some  things  are 
true  whether  you  believe  in  them 
or  not,”  and  “How  do  you  explain 
the  enduring  myth  of  heaven?” 

The  film  does  not  instruct  the 
audience  how  to  think.  It  allows 
individuals  to  examine  their  own 
lives  and  draw  conclusions  from 
that. 

The  casting  of  City  of  Angels  is 
flawless.  Cage  transforms  himself 
from  an  ex-con  in  Con  Air  to  a 
sensitive,  soft-spoken  angel.  Ryan 
continues  to  demonstrate  her  ver- 
satile talent  in  her  wide-ranging 
choice  of  leading  roles. 

Dennis  Franz,  best  known  to 
audiences  as  Det.  Andy  Sipowicz 
in  the  acclaimed  TV  series  NYPD 
Blue,  plays  a small  but  critical  role 
in  the  lives  of  both  Maggie  and 
Seth.  It  is  ultimately  he  who 
brings  the  two  protagonists  togeth- 
er. 

Director  Brad  Silberling  has  cre- 
ated a movie  that  enlightens  the 
soul,  creates  a respect  for  life  and 
demonstrates  the  wonders  of  true 


love. 

Rating-J>4«J> 

^«^]>-Don’t  miss  it. 

000’ 

Don’t  miss  it  if 
you  can  possibiy 
heip  it. 

00- 

Don’t  miss  it  if 
you  have  nothing 
better  to  do. 

0- 

Miss  it. 

Nicolas  Cage  delights  in  the  feeling  of  touch  after  making  a life-altering  decision. 

(Photo  by  Murray  Close) 
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Canadian  Institute 

GRAND  VALLEY 
BRANCH 

OF  Management 

Leading  The  Way  For  Over  50  Years 

ADVANCE  YOUR  CAREER 
IN  MANAGEMENT 


Learn  about  the  CIM  program  in  the 
Conestoga  College 
Continuing  Education  Catalogue 

or 

Phone  or  Write  either 

CANADIAN  INSTITUTE  of  MANAGEMENT 
Grand  Valley  Branch 
P.O.  Box  24083,  R.P.O.  Evergreen 
Kitchener,  Ontario  N2M  5P1 
(519)  896-3165 

or 

CANADIAN  INSTITUTE  of  MANAGEMENT 
National  Office 
1-800-387-5774 


Dan  Bern  says  he  has  big  balls 

Iowa  musician  doesn’t  put  all  his  eggs  in  one  basket 


By  Anita  Santarossa 

Iowa  bom  Dan  Bern  has  big 
balls,  and  he  says  that’s  not  brag- 
gin’  if  it’s  tme.  Tiger  Woods  is  the 
title  of  the  first  track  on  his  new 
CD,  Fifty  Eggs. 

He  sings  about  how  big  his  balls 
are,  how  a friend  once  went 
down  on  Madonna  and  ultimately, 
how  he  wishes  he  could  be  Tiger 
Woods. 

Throughout  the  album,  Bern 
includes  names  like  Cassius  Clay, 
Mozart,  Courtney  Love,  John 
Lennon  and  Jesus  Christ.  These 


STUDENT 

CAMPGROUND 

Unhappy  or  tired  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  at  the 
campgrounds  you  usually  visit? 
Sick  of  lights  out  policies  and 
alcohol  bans?  Want  a park 
v/here  the  campe.'  is  treated 
like  a guest,  not  an  intruder.  Go 
to  Country  Camping,  we’ve  put 
the  fun  back  into  camping  with 
music,  live  bands,  activities, 
sand  volleyball  and  much  much 
more. 

Call  1-800-UNDER  35 
• for  free  brochure  or  our 
website  at; 

www.kan&ervu.ca-whamiltorV 


names  are  juxtaposed  with  words 
such  as  golden  arches,  fiber  optics, 
masturbate,  raped  and  freak, 
among  others. 

Fifty  Eggs  seems  to  be  a com- 
mentary on  the  ‘90s. 

Bern  evokes  vivid  images,  with 
his  exaggeration  and  satire, 
emphasizing  his  personal  message 
about  society  in  the  ‘90s. 

However,  if  you’re  not  inclined 
to  go  that  deep  into  analysis. 
Fifty  Eggs  is  a cool  May  24 
lay-back-and-enjoy-some-beers- 
in-the-sun  CD. 

Bern  incorporates  a variety  of 
sounds  in  this  album.  His  voice 
echoes  the  droopy  nasalness  of 
Bob  Dylan,  with  the  deeper  calm 
found  in  Leonard  Cohen’s  voice. 

It’s  not  a very  lyrical  voice, 
and  Bern’s  lyrics  are  very  stacatto, 
emphasizing  the  messages  he 
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conveys. 

Instmmentally,  the  CD  sounds 
much  like  a folk/rock’n’roll  mix, 
with  influences  ranging  from  Pink 
Floyd,  Spirit  of  the  West,  Crash 
Test  Dummies  and  Tom  Petty  to 
John  Lennon. 

Though  he  sings  with  great  stern- 
ness, it  is  difficult  to  keep  a 
straight  face,  for  most  of  his 
songs,  if  you  listen  to  the  lyrics. 

He  satirizes  topics  such  as  poli- 
tics, relationships,  AIDS,  homo- 
sexuality, humanity  and  sex,  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  use  profanity. 

A press  release  describes  his 
music  as  “songs  that  grab  you, 
wrap  you  up  and  spit  you  out  with 
your  jaw  ajar.” 

So  whether  you  listen  for  the 
messages  or  just  for  the  fun  of  it, 
Bern’s  music  will  affect  you  in 
some  way,  shape  or  form. 

Bern  will  tour  the  United  States 
for  the  month  of  May,  but  will 
venture  up  to  Canada  for  the 
Calgary  Folk  Festival  July  24-26. 

He  will  be  performing  for  us 
local  folks  Aug.  8 in  Toronto  at  the 
Heineken  Roots  Rave. 

If  you’re  interested  in  listening 
to  Bern  before  August,  check 
out  his  Internet  Website  at 
http://www.danbem.com  or  pick 
up  Fifty  Eggs  at  a music  store 
near  you. 
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